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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the 
Signal Seeker. In addition classified advertisements 
may be submitted for inclusion as space permits. Email 
is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan 
both text and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Chairman: 
K.C. Strawmyre at suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Cc: Signal Seeker editors at jocarpenter@comcast.net,
   or secarpenter@comcast.net

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com
Vice Chairman Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Treasurer Don Harris donh45@yahoo.com
Secretary Jim Hofferbert hofferje@comcast.net
Judging Chairman Rick Aleshire mdninja1@hotmail.com
Regional Directors
Northeastern John & Mary Jo Yglesias yglesiasj@cox.net
Southeastern Jerry & Susan Duffey duffey302@cox.net
Southwestern Page Campbell pcampbell3618@comcast.net
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson wilball@comcast.net

2013 MAC Board of Directors

Contact MAC Chairman,
K.C. Strawmyre

at

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Appointed Board Members   
Charitable Activities Mike Gardner michael.gardner@mindspring.com
Historian Vacant 
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb newcomb.reid@comcast.net
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert  hofferje@comcast.net 
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Vacant 
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird envcons@comcast.net
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief John & Susan Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net
  secarpenter@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us
  wilball@comcast.net  
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net
  turnerjt63@comcast.net
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson/Leslie Lemish  gary.wilkerson@comcast.net
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2013
MAC Schedule of Events

Welcome New Member
For detailed contact information on new members, 
please email Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing and striving to 
meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come 
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history 
and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a 
Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may be, please 
take some time to mark your calendar with our upcoming 
events and activities. As always, we look forward to seeing 
you and your family attending MAC events (your car 
or cars to be included of course). Should you have any 
membership questions, please call Reid Newcomb at (410) 
742-3070, email: newcomb.reid@comcast.net or contact 
any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb

March 24 Mason Dixon Chapter 
Spring Judging Meet
Havre de Grace, MD

April 11-14 Southeast Chapter NCRS 
Museum Regional Meet
Bowling Green, KY

April 20 Tech Session
Klick Lewis Chevrolet
Palmyra, Pa

May 4 National Convention 
Walk-thru
Hampton, VA

May 16-19 New England Regional Meet
Marlborough, MA

June 6-9 Northern California 
Regional Meet
Lake Tahoe, CA/NV

June 22 Tech Session 
Zip Products
Mechanicsville, VA

July 21-26 NCRS National Convention
Hampton, VA

Aug 23-25 Corvettes at Carlisle - 
NCRS Gallery XIII
Carlisle, PA

Aug 24 11th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA
K.C. and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735)
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792)

Sept 19-22 Louisiana  Chapter Deep 
South New Orleans
Regional
Kenner, LA

Oct - TBD Annual Meeting

Oct 17-19 Texas Chapter Regional Meet
Frisco, TX

Dec – TBD MAC Western Region
Christmas Dinner
Ron Wilson (301-463-5570)

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
mourns the recent passing of:

Raymond Simpson
March 9, 2013

The father of MAC member Ed Simpson, Ray was a 
car enthusiast and a much-loved church deacon in 

Dunkirk, Maryland

James Mullins
Yorktown, VA

On the front cover: Frank O’Donnell’s ‘65 Coupe is judged 
at the 2010 NCRS National Convention in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. See Part 1 of Frank’s amazing quest to find all nine 
previous owners of his Top Flight car. Story starts on page 13.

Our Mission
To share our enthusiasm for America’s true 
sports car. We strive to expose as many 
automotive enthusiast to the excitement and 
comradery embodied in our shared passion for 
a truly unique vehicle and its history.



SIGNAL SEEKER Spring 2013 5

Welcome Spring! It is so nice to see the sun stay up 
longer and the days getting warmer. Soon we will all 
have our cars out, cleaned up and ready to cruise. 

The NCRS Florida Chapter picked the good week to have 
their winter regional. The weather was really cold in the 
mid-Atlantic and it was nice to see that everyone else did 
as I did: go south for the warmth. I believe the north was 
well represented at that regional. 

Spring is also the time when we have our tech sessions, 
this year in March, April, and June. They always feature 
great topics to discuss and learn from, so anyone 
restoring a car should plan to attend one or all of them. 
Check the schedule in this edition for dates and locations. 
I would like to see all our members come to Hampton, 

Virginia on May 4 for a walk-thru at the location of the 
National Convention. This is very important as we will be 
finalizing our plans for car judging, side trips and all the 
other events. We need many volunteers to make this a 
successful convention. Please contact Jane Ravenberg 
at jaravenberg@triad.rr.com to volunteer. Thanks to all 
who have already been working many hours to prepare 
for this!

There are two regionals coming up this spring: the first 
one is in Bowling Green, KY on April 11-14 and the other 
in Marlborough, MA on May 16-19. These should be 
great events with lots of activities to do. Now that the 
weather is getting nice let’s get out and drive those cars 
to the events. Hope to see you there!

John Carpenter

Editor’s
Note

Hard to believe, but Spring is here already. We have lots 
of events coming up this year and lots of work ahead for 
the NCRS National. 

As Co-editor of your newsletter I thoroughly enjoy 
presenting the great articles our MAC members prepare 
for us. Several of you are continuous contributors and 
our readers all really appreciate your efforts. While 
I hesitate to single out contributors, you should be 
aware that many of the articles in each newsletter are 
submitted without prompting from me. Three examples 
in this edition are articles provided by Dr. Mike McCagh, 
Gary Seymour, and Frank O’Donnell. 

I especially want to recognize and thank Dr. Bob Baird 
and his wife Martha for not only covering for me, at the 

last minute, at the recent Shippensburg tech session, but 
also contributing an article about the event. With only 
a few days’ notice, Bob willingly agreed to provide an 
article with photos for Signal Seeker. Incredibly, he sent 
me the entire write-up and photos before 9 p.m. on the 
day of the event! Many, many thanks, Bob and Martha. 

These members take the time to photograph their projects, 
prepare and write articles to send me for all of us to 
benefit from. Can you imagine what Signal Seeker would 
be like if we didn’t have people willing to contribute?  Have 
you ever considered contributing an interesting tidbit of 
information? Every MAC member has knowledge and 
experiences we can all learn from and enjoy reading 
about. Please also keep in mind that an article doesn’t 
necessarily have to be technical. If it’s anything at all 
about your Corvette, the readership is interested! (See my 
sidebar about the new C7 on page 21.)

If writing an article is more than you want to take on, I 
encourage you to send me a Letter to the Editor if there 
is: something you’d like to vent about; someone you’d 
like to publicly appreciate; advice you’d like to give; or 
perhaps an upcoming Corvette-related event you’d like 
to make us aware of.  

K.C. Strawmyre

Chairman’s 
Message
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NCRS Mid-Atlantic Chapter Financial Statement
Financial Policy (MAC Bylaws, Para 9.1.1, Article IX)

“The financial records of the Chapter, to include, but not limited to, judging, membership events, and merchandise sales, shall 
be audited annually. The Board of Directors shall appoint an auditor or an audit committee for that purpose. Financial records 
shall be made available for audit by the 15th of January after the end of the calendar year accounting period. The Audit Report 
shall be completed no later than March 31 next. The results shall be reported to the membership in the next Signal Seeker.”

MAC Policy & Procedure – Annual Audit (August 2005) provides further guidance for this review. The term “audit” is used 
throughout both documents while the intent is to have an independent review vice a formal “audit.”  The 2012 Chapter audit of 
MAC’s financial records was successfully completed by member Ron Wilson.

Mid Atlantic Chapter NCRS, Inc.
Financial Statement
For the Year 2012
Opening Balance, January 1st of reporting year:  $17,458.77 

INCOME  

 Membership Dues $5,885.00   

 Events $4,028.86   

 Interest $35.02 

 Total Income  $9,948.88 
 Subtotal  $27,407.65

EXPENSES  

 Total Expenses (includes Tech Sessions, Signal Seeker and Donations) $7,168.13

 TOTAL BALANCE (December 31, 2012)  $20,239.52      

Donations to Wounded Warriors from Tech Sessions $836.00
Bereavement $250.00

 Total $1,086.00

Respectfully submitted,
Don Harris
Treasurer, Mid-Atlantic Chapter
NCRS
March 2013
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MAC Shippensburg 2013 
Tech Session/Judging Event
by Bob Baird

MAC started off the year right with the annual event at Casey and Sue 
Strawmyre’s in Shippensburg, PA.  As usual, Casey and Sue were the most 
gracious of hosts and again, as usual, Casey and Sue hosted the event and 
provided lunch and refreshments on their own dime, so that the registration 
fees could all go to charity. We had a great turnout with 38 people in attendance.  

Bob Baird (far right, background) discusses differences between original versus service replacement and 
reproduction C1 parts.
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Gary Dukeman kicked off the event with his presentation 
on C1 door hinge reinforcement. Gary gave us insight 
as to how part of the C1 birdcage, an area rarely seen or 
thought about, can be repaired in the event that too much 
of it is rusted away to actually provide the necessary 
support. Gary stated that this is an often overlooked part 
of even restored cars and that this important structural 
support is many times not repaired because the cars will 
“only be used for show.” Remember that the next time 
you purchase an NCRS Duntov car!

Next up was Mike McCagh with a presentation on 
the power top mechanism for C1 Corvettes. As we all 
know, power tops are to C1s are what big blocks are 
to C2s. Mike unveiled a lot of the mystery surrounding 
power tops by showing us how these very complicated 
mechanisms work and discussed the limiting switches 
that cut off the hydraulics once the top is completely up 
or completely down. The mechanism itself is operated 
by the dash switch, so the limiters are to make sure that 
the hydraulics do not continue operating in the event 
that the operator is a bit too aggressive.

Bob Baird presented his C1 Parts Extravaganza and 
compared original and NOS items with later service 

replacements or reproductions for the wavy wire air 
cleaner element retainers, nose/trunk emblems, 2x4 
carburetor gaskets, carburetor fuel filter housings and 
elements, radiator fan clutches, and distributor hold-
down clamps. Bob pointed out that Zip Products and 
Corvette Central are now both carrying a correct 1955-
60 distributor hold-down A-clamp.

CC’ing Cylinder Head Combustion Chambers – 
Steve Snyder

Most of us have heard of cc’ing cylinder heads, but 
few of us have actually done it. One of the few and the 
proud who has is Steve Snyder. Steve is restoring his 
1966 427/425 HP convertible and he cc’ed his cylinder 
heads to ensure consistent volume and thus consistent 
compression. CC’ing a cylinder head is very simple as 
Steve demonstrated. (See photos below.)

1964 Corvette Engine Drop

After a great lunch of bar-b-que provided by Casey and 
Sue, the highlight of the event was an engine drop of a 
327/365 engine into a 1964 Corvette Coupe.

Prior to cc’ing, grease must be put around the valves to 
prevent leaking.  Steve recommends that putty, instead 
of a spark plug, be used to seal the spark plug holes.

Steve used a piece of Plexiglas greased and sealed 
to the cylinder head for the cc’ing.  Then he used a 

graduated syringe to precisely measure the amount 
of liquid (colored windshield wiper fluid) going into 

the cylinders.  Steve pre-drilled a small hole into the 
Plexiglas to accommodate the tip of the syringe.
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The 1964 Corvette awaits reunion with its 327/365 engine.

The body is readied with transmission mount and heat 
reflective insulation.

Readying the 327/365 engine for the lift.

K.C. Strawmyre  helps to make sure that the engine goes 
in smoothly without scratching the body.  Careful!

The 327/365 back home with a new lease on life.
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MAC Charitable Donations
by Mike Gardner,  Director of Charitable Activities

©2012  Zip Products  804-746-2290

scan, call, order on-line
1-800-962-9632
www.zip-corvette.com 

Our “hard parts” books for the classics feature the

newest-available, most-correct, and best

quality parts to be had. “C” fans know Zip

as first choice for the latest in appearance

and performance upgrades for their respec-

tive generation. If it’s stamped, cast, forged,

milled, molded or stitched, Zip has it! Get

your free full-color catalog today!

Free catalogs!

3519772012

corvette parts & accessories

As many of you know the MAC Chapter donates to 
several charities throughout the year. Proceeds from 

the 50/50 raffles held at many of the Technical Sessions 
go to the Wounded Warrior Project.® This organization 
has received considerable 
attention this year as 
many of the wounded 
veterans are recognized 
at televised events, 
raising the awareness of 
this non-profit group. We 
know that while many of 
us are not always able to 
attend the Tech Sessions, 
members can still make 
donations directly to the MAC Chapter to show support for 
our troops and the tremendous sacrifices they and their 
families make to protect our country. These donations 
are considered for matching funds by NCRS, increasing 

the potential of your donation amount. Donations by 
check can be made to our Chapter Treasurer, Don Harris. 
The Wounded Warrior Project appreciates your support. 
If you would like to know more, please visit their website 
at www. woundedwarriorproject.org.

Plans are underway to generate more donations for our 
charitable organizations. I hope to able to have a sneak 
preview by early summer. Details are now being worked 
out for new avenues of opportunity, so stay tuned.

MAC also would also like members to know that a family 
member can be recognized by the Chapter in the form 
of a memorial donation. If you have lost an immediate 
family member and wish to have the MAC Chapter 
donate to a memorial fund in their honor, please let me 
know. You can request the donation be made to the 
NCRS Foundation or to any charitable organization of 
your choice, donations are confidential. You can contact 
me at Michael.Gardner@mindspring.com.



SIGNAL SEEKER Spring 2013 11

2013 NCRS NATIONAl CONVENTION UpDATES

Convention Shuttle Service Added — John Veen

Shuttle service between the convention center and 
the overflow hotels has just been arranged and will be 
available from Sunday, July 21st thru Thursday, July 
25th.  This service is designed to provide transportation 
to and from the Convention Center for those attendees 
who do not have personal transportation available 
during the convention.  Service will start at 6:30 am, so 
judges can attend the judges’ breakfast and meeting, 
with periodic runs through the day.  The final run leaves 
the convention center at 5:30 pm.

Additionally, shuttle service will be available Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings from the over flow hotels to 
the Convention Center for those attending the Night 
at the Museum and the Beach Bash events.   Shuttles 

will also be available at the end of 
those evenings from the Convention 
Center to the off-site hotels.  Pickup 
times at the over flow hotels will be 
posted at the Registration/Info desk 
in the Convention Center.

DOROTHY KERPER MONNELLY
Witch Island, Daybreak  © 2002
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New at A Night at the Museum — Duane Ravenberg

ERNEST H. BROOKS II
Winged Wall, Antartica © 2010

We are pleased to announce the addition of the 
Fragile Waters photographic exhibit as part 
of our program at our Night at the Mariners’ 
Museum. 

FRAGILE WATERS is a 
powerful aesthetic and envi-
ronmental statement, blend-
ing 119 inspiring black and 
white photographs by three 
renowned American artists.  

Ansel Adams, best known 
for his iconic black-and-
white photographs of the 
American West. 

Ernest H. Brooks II, in pursuit of dramatic marine images, 
has descended into the treacherous waters beneath the polar 
icecaps and into the depths of almost every ocean on Earth.

Dorothy Kerper Monnelly has done more than any other 
landscape photographer at work today to focus attention on 
the spectacular beauty of New England’s threatened coastal 
marshes.  

ANSEL ADAMS
Snake River, 1942
Courtesy of Ansel AdamsPublishing Rights Trust
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The History of a 1965 Corvette Coupe Part One 1965-2005

by Frank O’Donnell (Tenth and Current Owner)

1ST OWNER: Dorothy V. Koolish, Miami Beach, Fl  
 purchase date:  1-23-1965
 Title# 2046909
 price:  $5,975.90

In the fall of 1964, Dorothy Koolish placed an order 
for a new Corvette coupe from Potamkin Chevrolet in 
Miami, Florida. She bought it for her granddaughter 
Karen as her high school graduation present. It 
was ordered in Goldwood yellow with an automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power windows, 
teakwood steering wheel and a long list of other 
options. Karen drove the car that first summer but 
that fall when she went off to college, the car stayed 
behind in Florida. She only drove it when she came 
home for holidays and college breaks.

In December of 1971, the car moved to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma where Karen and her new husband, 
Stephen Anthony moved for him to attend law 
school. It was during this period that Karen pulled 
out of a parking space on the street and hit the back 
left bumper of the car parked in front of her. There 
was damage to the right front headlight bucket area 
and lower fascia. Stephen says he was never quite 
satisfied with the repair job. The couple spent their 

THE HISTORY OF 1965 CORVETTE COUPE 
VIN#194375S106379
BUILD DATE:  Friday, January 8th, 1965
PRODUCTION DATE:   Saturday, January 9TH, 1965
ORIGINAL DEALER: 
Vic Potamkin Chevrolet, Miami Beach, FL

first years together with the Corvette being their 
main source of transportation.

In July 1972, with gas prices on the rise, the couple 
advertised the car for sale in the St. Louis newspaper. 
With approximately 21,000 miles on the odometer, 
they sold the car to Gene Hillman for $2200.00.

Tragically, Karen Anthony passed away due to cancer, 
but in July of 2006 Stephen Anthony and his youngest 
son came to see the car after my initial restoration, 
when I lived in Roanoke, VA.  Stephen spent a long 
time sitting quietly in the car. He stated that he never 
remembered it looking as good as it does now. He 
also told me that there was a long delay for the car 
after the order had been placed and that it was always 
his wife’s favorite car. Stephen currently resides in 
northern Virginia.

I had the pleasure of speaking with Dorothy Koolish 
on the phone in 2006 about the car she purchased 
for in 1965. Dorothy passed away in 2008 but her 
great taste in cars and her generosity towards her 
granddaughter was responsible for eight other 
families having a beautiful yellow Corvette coupe as 
a part of their lives. 

Who could ever have 
imagined that when 

a yellow 1965 
Corvette Coupe rolled 
off the assembly line 

in St. Louis bound for a 
dealership in Florida, 

it would  be the object of 
desire for ten different 
owners, all wanting to 
own, drive and enjoy a 

piece of rolling art? The call of the open road: tracing the history of his classic ‘65 
Corvette led the author on a journey of discovery.
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Bob bought the car from Gene after becoming 
acquainted with him as a customer at his dry 
cleaning business. Bob fell in love with the car’s 
styling and purchased it because it had so many 
useful options. He says the car was in excellent 
shape when he bought it. During Bob’s ownership 
he did an extensive re-paint of the car with 10 coats 
of lacquer and did some minor fiberglass repair.  As 
a result of this experience, he learned to repair other 
things constructed of fiberglass as an additional 
source of income.  

Bob and Deb also stated that of all the Corvettes they 
have owned over the years, this was their favorite. 
It was used primarily as a family car and not a daily 
driver.  Bob still has memories of taking the car for 
drives after church with his wife on Sundays.  His 
young daughter and her dolls would ride in the back 
of the coupe lying on pillows.  

In May of 1974, when it came time to buy a new 
house, Bob traded the car to Gib Manns for a 1972 
El Camino and $2000.00. 

3rd OWNER: Robert T. Hunter, Jerseyville, Il  
 huntersrun@frontiernet.net
 purchase date:  6-22-1973
 Title# K1708565 

2nd OWNER:  Eugene Hillman, Jerseyville, Il  
 purchase date:  7-7-1972
 Title# J1650615

Gene Hillman was an auto shop teacher at the local 
high school in Jerseyville, IL. He bought the car after 
seeing it for sale in the newspaper and remembers 
that it was an original, not customized car. He drove 
the car sparingly during his ownership putting only 
a few thousand miles on the odometer. 
He believes strongly in keeping his cars 
original, a common theme among all 
the owners during the course of this 
car’s history. Gene remembers that 
compression was good on the car but 
there was always a slight stumble at 
idle. He repaired the porous runner on 
the intake manifold with epoxy in an 
attempt to correct the problem. The 
last picture of the car with its original 
factory wheels appears during Gene’s 
ownership. Gene also says that the 
teakwood wheel was on the car when 
he purchased it, indicating that it was 

a true factory option that came with the car. Gene 
is truly a Corvette aficionado. He has owned almost 
60 Corvettes in his lifetime.He currently owns two 
modern-era Corvettes.  

He sold the car in June of 1973 to Bob Hunter for 
$2200.00.

Gene and Lorraine Hillman

Bob and Deb Hunter
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4th OWNER: Gilbert W. Manns, Dorsey, Il  
 purchase date:  5-21-1974
 Title# N1203212

Gib Manns purchased the car for his wife Kathy soon 
after the couple married. She used it primarily to 
commute to and from work. Gib seldom drove the 
car however, finding it 
hard to fit his 6’5” frame 
behind the wheel.  

Gib reported he always 
had problems with the 
front brakes overheating 
and made multiple trips to 
the Chevrolet dealership 
to try and correct the 
problem.  He also had 
problems with the car’s 
air conditioning system. 
The local Chevy garage 
replaced a dry-rotted hose 
solving the problem. Gib also replaced the water pump 
while he owned it.  He put a new set of redline tires on 
the car during his ownership as well.  

Gib tells the story about taking off the front and rear 
bumper to be re-chromed. Around this time, Gib had 
become good friends with Dennis Klein (who would 
later become owner number five) and let him take the 
car out for a supervised drive.  While driving, Dennis 
asked if he could put the pedal down, “to see just what 

the car would do.” The two 
reached 124 mph before 
they applied the brakes. At 
that speed, the front end 
started to lift and the top 
of the doors actually began 
to flap within their frames. 
It was about this same 
time that Bob came to the 
realize why the two little 
front chrome bumpers 
were so heavy!

Because his father farmed, 
their family needed to 

purchase a pick-up truck and Gib sold the Corvette 
to Dennis Klein one year later for $6200.00.

Gib & Kathy Manns

5th OWNER: Dennis Klein, Moro, Il  
 purchase date:  5-20-1975
 Title# p1701560

Dennis had his own auto repair business and 
performed regular maintenance on the car while he 
owned it. In the 18 months Dennis owned the car 
he installed a new service replacement Carter AFB 
carburetor; honed the brake calipers; fixed the power 
antenna and installed a new fuel pump.  He made 
no changes or added any extra items to the car.  He 
does remember the engine smoking a lot, burning oil 
and fouling the plugs. Dennis sold the car to Merle 
Hazelwonder in 1977 only because he made him 
such a good offer. Dennis still loves Corvettes and 
currently owns a C-3. 

  Dennis Klein
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6th OWNER: Merle Hazelwonder, Godfrey Il 
 618-466-6548, merlehaze@gmail.com
 purchase date: 1-18-1977
 Title# S676854    

Thus begins this Corvette’s longest ownership to date.  Merle 
owned the Corvette for twenty-two years.  When he purchased 
the car in 1977 the odometer read 29,000 miles. Merle 
questioned the actual mileage on the car.  After speaking with 
three of the original owners, Gene Hillman, Bobby Hunter and 
Denny Klein, they convinced him that the mileage showing on 
the odometer was in deed, correct.

Merle has owned many different sports and muscle cars over 
the years and has always had a passion for maintaining his 
cars in their original condition. He also did all of the early title 
searches on the car giving me the names and addresses of all 
the previous owners.  Merle is a real ‘car guy.’ He realized the 
importance of documenting the history of this wonderful, low 
mileage car.  Merle obtained copies of all the car’s previous 
titles through diligent follow up with government licensing 
agencies in the various states. He did this prior to September 
11, 2001 and was able to retrieve previous owner information 
that state governments now treat as confidential.

In 1978, Merle rebuilt the engine. He re-bored the cylinders 30 
overbore, installed new rods, and installed a new standard steel 
crankshaft. However, Merle did not replace the valves with the 
new hardened type as unleaded gasoline was still not proven to 
be the industry standard. He installed stainless steel disc brake 
caliper sleeves and changed the brake fluid over to the new 
silicone. He rebuilt the carburetor and had the air conditioning 
refurbished. Finding a vacuum leak, he also replaced the original 
power brake booster. The car received its second repaint while 
Merle owned it. In fact, an oil change sticker removed from 
the door jamb when the car was re-painted in 1983 shows a 
mileage figure of 33,679 and a date of 5-24-1983.

During the 25 years Merle owned the car, he drove it 
approximately 7,000 miles. The Western Knock-off wheels 
that the car rolls on today appear for the first time in pictures 
taken by Merle in 1999. In April of 2002 he sold the car to 
Watson Dillard, an independent dealer in Melbourne, Arkansas 
for $32,000.

7th OWNER: Granite City Motors (Dealer)
 Watson Dillard, Melbourne, AK
 purchase date:  4-15-2002

This dealer sold the car to restorer Everett Brewer of Corvettes 
Unlimited of America, Inc. located in Ozark, MO. Granite City 
Motors moved and is no longer in business. My research has 
come up with no leads on where this gentleman resides now, 
but it would make for an interesting sidebar to track him down 
and get his story. Watson is the only previous owner I have 
not personally spoken to. 

8th OWNER: Everett Brewer (Restorer/Dealer)
 Corvettes Unlimited of America, Inc. 
 Ozark, MO 
 purchase date:  3-03-2003
 Title# QB122371
 Mileage on title:  40,153

Everett Brewer owns and operates a restoration shop which 
buys and sells used Corvettes and other classic cars. In early 
2003, his company did a detailed cosmetic restoration on the 
car. The restoration featured painting the top of the engine 
and intake; sandblasting and powder coating the base of the 
air cleaner, radiator shroud and fan; painting the underside 
of the hood; replacing the incorrect aluminum-finned valve 
covers; new chrome bumpers; new exhaust system (correct 
replacement); sandblasting and re-finishing the shift console; 
installing a new headliner and adding $5,000 worth of 
replacement parts throughout the car. Corvettes Unlimited 
placed a coating of clear-coat over the existing paint but left 
the door jambs in their original condition. It appears that the 
paint in both door jambs is original factory paint, never having 
been painted by any of the car’s previous owners. Corvettes 
Unlimited also had a reproduction window price sticker 
produced for the car. After a number of attempts to contact 
him, I determined Everett does not return phone messages or 
answer e-mails from subsequent buyers of their cars.

Corvettes Unlimited had the car for six months before selling 
it to Don Clutter of Sacramento, CA. in August of 2003 for 
$45,000. This was the first time in the Corvette’s history that 
the actual mileage had to be listed on the title.

9th OWNER: Don Clutter, Sacramento, CA 
 purchase date:  9-12-03
 Title# CA73337753
 Mileage on title:  40,429

Don Clutter drove the car little more than 400 miles in his 
two years of ownership. This Corvette was his trophy car 
and seldom taken out on the road. He meticulously cared for 
the car and replaced the driver’s side door seal and had the 
carburetor tuned by a specialist. Don replaced the original 
windshield as well. He included the original windshield, and 
all the old parts replaced by Corvettes Unlimited during their 
restoration with the car when I bought it. Don also forwarded 
to me all the pictures and a VHS recording of the completed 
restoration that Corvettes Unlimited made to help advertise 
the car when they owned it. Don sold the car to me in August 
of 2005 for $45,000.

IN THE SUMMER EDITION:

Author Frank O’Donnell describes his own experiences 
with the well-travelled ‘65 coupe.
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YES, You Can Do Your Own Zinc plating
If I can make a home plating kit work, so can you. 

by Gary Seymour

A lot has been written over the years about home plating. I 
decided I wanted to do some of my own plating work for 

the restoration of my ‘67 coupe after a demonstration in 2010 
by NCRS member Fred Terry in his garage in Maryland. Soon 
after, I bought a 1.5 gallon  copy-cad plating kit (their smallest)  
from Caswell, Inc. The kit 
costs about $180, and I 
paid another $180 for a 
five-amp rectifier. There 
are other options for a 
cheaper power source. 
Caswell advertises on 
their Website that the kit 
has no cyanides, other 
dangerous chemicals, 
fumes or disposal issues. 

I am not a chemist or 
an electronics expert 
by any means, so my 
experience shows 
it is possible for the 

average person to handle this plating system. Caswell 
has a great website, www.caswellplating.com, and offers 
many plating and coloring products for restoration. I use 
my kit for making my parts look zinc or cad and that is the 
focus of this article. I did replace the 4”x8” sacrificial zinc 

plates you see in the picture with 
ingots of real zinc which I found 
to be more consistent and less 
cumbersome to use.

To me, nothing is more 
satisfying than restoring 
original parts and putting them 
back in use. Original parts are 
sacred. I don’t mind a little 
pitting.  Like me, many judges 
give leeway to an original 
part that is showing some 
“mileage.” Repro parts may be 
perfect looking, but they have 
issues when compared side-
by-side to an original.

Home plating kits are not fast. 
If you want fast and cheap, 
send your bulk to an electro-
plating house. However, a 
home plating kit is so handy for 
parts you forgot to have done, 
parts that are fragile (like ones 
that have wires hanging out of 
them), parts that are small and 
could get lost, or parts that 
were poorly plated in bulk and 
need redoing.

The judging manuals typically 
say certain parts can be cad 
or zinc. I plate everything 
bright zinc.  Bright zinc can 
be toned down to look more 
like cad by shooting the part 
with glass beads with very 
low pressure and/or using 
“0000” steel wool.Here is 

Caswell kit as shown on  their Website. 

The Plating Table setup.
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an illustrated Here is a guide 
to understanding more about 
home plating with a quick run 
down of my plating of a vacuum 
advance:

After degrease test passes, 
hang part in electrolyte and 
turn on rectifier and adjust 

amps to low fizz. 
7

Next is the grease test that is mandatory to pass: 
spray with distilled water. Grease is present if it 
beads; clean again until water does not bead and just 
runs off.

6

Next is a two 
second dip in 
water/muriatic acid 
(3/1).  Then dip in 
clear water. 

5

All parts need 
thorough 

degreasing before 
plating.  A strong 

solution of Purple 
Power Degreaser 

is used with 
toothbrush and 

then rinsed in 
water.

4

Left: Vacuum advance #355 before plating. Right: Part has been glass bead 
blasted and nipple straightened.

1 2

After glass bead blasting thoroughly to 
clean the surface of all rust, it is shined up 
using an electric wire wheel and then steel 
wool and small stainless wire brush in 
places not reached by the wheel.

3
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Fizzing stopped means plating is done. Turn off 
rectifier, remove part, and rinse in water.  Gray 
plating residue is removed by wire wheel, stainless 
steel brush, steel wool, polishing.  Note that the two 
zinc ingots are wired together and are immersed in 
the electrolyte.  The positive wire from the rectifier 
is connected to the ingot wire.  The copper bar just 
sets on top of the plastic bucket and is connected 
to the negative wire of the rectifier.  The item being 
plated hangs from the copper bar by copper wire 
in the electrolyte to complete the electrical circuit.  
Zinc from the ingots is transferred to the item being 
plated.  Cleanliness is mandatory for it to work.

8
Here the gray residue has been removed and 
polished with Mothers Mag Wheel cleaner. 

9

There are a lot of steps and little tricks to the plating fun, but don’t be 
afraid to try it.  Each person will do the job differently from the next.  
When I had questions, I found those with experience were very willing 
to help. Once you get good results, you will find the effort extremely 
gratifying.

The process worked equally well on other 
parts I plated for my ‘67.

These hood catches were bright zinc 
plated and then the shine reduced by 
low pressure glass beading, stainless 
wire brush and “0000” steel wool. 

13

Left and above: 
Backup light 
switch and spark 
plug wire retainer 
on engine block 
before plating. 

10

11 Left: ‘67 327/350 original intake plug. 
Above: Precious original parts after plating.

12

Here is how you wire up small 
parts to plate. Small gauge 
copper wire is used and then 
hung on the copper tank 
bar.  These screws have been 
plated (note gray residue) and 
are ready for cleaning by wire 
wheel, stainless wire brush 
and steel wool as needed.  
Then polish with metal cleaner 
if needed.  I typically only use 
the polish compound on the 
bigger parts. 

14
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C-1 Restoration

Tech Tips by Mike McCagh

Editor’s Note:  This is another in a series of technical tips for those restoring C-1 cars.

1

2

3

Installing the C1 wiper transmissions usually 
required the help of an assistant (to depress the 
tranny shaft ) in order to extend the cables that attach 
to the drum of the plate. As I dislike the distraction 
that usually accompanies the presence of a helper 
in my shop, I devised a way to handle this problem 
without help. I inserted apiece of 1/2” x 24” steel 
rod into the hole in the female hood latches and cut 
a piece of 2 x 2 about 17” long. With the help of 
vice grips, I was able to depress the tranny shaft, 
allowing me to crawl under the dash and hook the 
cable ends into the plate’s drum. Worked for me.  
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Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

COMING UP IN 2013

Get ready for a new regular feature in Signal 
Seeker: Member Profiles. Every member has 
interesting anecdotes of their Corvette saga,   
including categories such as: My History With 
Corvettes; What a Corvette Means to Me; Things 
I’d Never Do Again With My Corvette; Things I 
Should/Shouldn’t Have Done With My Restoration; 
The Most Helpful People in the Corvette Hobby, 
plus many other possible topics. If there is a MAC 
member you think deserves to be profiled, please 
suggest that person or, better yet, write up a profile 
article and email it to your Signal Seeker editor. 

There are so many interesting people and Corvette 
experts in our Chapter; their stories would make 
for great reading. Maybe one of these folks is you...
so please share some of your experiences with all 
of us.

C7 UNVEIlED AT DETROIT AUTO SHOW

This winter I traveled to the North American 
International Auto Show in Detroit to see all the 
newest automobiles. Of course the real truth is I 
wanted to see the new C7. When I walked up to 
the Corvette exhibit, I was stunned to see a red C7 
stuck on the wall about 20 feet above everybody’s 
head. Yup, it was a real car —minus the drive-
train and interior—but a real car! (I wouldn’t have 
wanted the job of hanging that car there.) The car 
on the round table was Cyber Gray/Cashmere and 
a real knockout. I was pleased to see quite a large 
number of teenagers around the exhibit. Most of 
them seemed pretty enthusiastic and interested 
which was refreshing for a change.

— John Carpenter

Yes, that’s the real car hanging up there on the wall.
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Retirement Racers by Gary Seymour

Gary Seymour shares an email

To MAC and M-D members:

I spend winters in Florida near Hernando.  Seems there is a couple living here permanently you 
might remember.  Chuck and Pat Gongloff built a beautiful new home about 15 miles from 
mine.  Their lives are much different in their retirement that includes spending lots of time 
going to car shows and cruise-in’s.  And, it seems they have reverted to their childhood in a 
way, having taken up “valve cover” car racing.  I took this picture at a Wendy’s cruise-in on the 
date shown.  Chuck and Pat compete in the racing with their own home-made “cars.”  Believe 
me, they are serious competitors too!  They talk about size of wheels, type of wheel material, 
weight and balance of the car, friction issues, alignment of wheels and more!  Of course, they 
have to be “painted and decorated” appropriately.  One of theirs even had an NCRS sticker on it.  
The car that rolls down the ramp the farthest wins.  All who place get a substantial prize.....
a free Wendy’s burger combo!!  I saw Chuck win that night barely nudging out his wife for the 
coveted prize!!  You can see Chuck holding his Wendy’s award.

I asked them what their new life was like.   I got an email outlining that to me in their typical 
good humor.
*************

Hi Gary.
>
>The story of my new life?   Hmmm.  :)  Probably would be pretty boring to most. 
   
>We get up at 10:00 AM,eat breakfast, watch Maury Povitch, and then take a nap.
>Wake up at 1:00 PM, and it’s time for lunch.

>Another nap........

>Then Dr. Phil and Oprah...............

>And it’s time for dinner................
>
>Nap,  and then bed.............
>
>Chuck

Chuck and Pat Gongloff
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application 
and Renewal 2013

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Reid Newcomb, Membership Chairman

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324
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5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324

INSIDE:
History of a ‘65 and
NCRS 2013 National 
Convention Updates
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